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1. Overview

The TSA’s Puppy Program was created to support the National Explosives Detection Canine Team Program.  The puppy program breeds the dogs necessary for the teams of dogs and handlers created under the National Explosives Detection Canine Team Program.  The dogs who graduate from the program are put into teams with handlers and are assigned to airports or other mass transit systems, while those who fail to graduate are adopted out.  The dogs are bred and trained at the Lackland AirForce Base in Lackland, Texas.

 

2. Background

 

a. Program Definition

The TSA’s Puppy Program breeds mainly Labrador Retrievers, although training is provided for German Shepherds, Belgian Malanoises, and Vizslas as well for use in the National Explosives Detection Canine Team program.  Really the Puppy Program is a breeding program combined with the Puppy Walker Foster Program.  This is the program that sends the puppies to volunteer families to be raised between the ages of 9 weeks to 12 months.  It is only after the puppies are a year old that they are allowed.  The puppy program provides for the training of the dogs after they reach a year of age, and the training is rigorous for those dogs who qualify into the program.

 

b. Program History/Background

The Puppy Program was modeled after the Australian version of a puppy program developed in 1992, the Customs Service National Breeding and Development Center (NBDC).  While the National Explosives Detection Canine Team has been around for much longer, the Puppy Program has only been in place since 1999 when six adult females and two adult males were donated to the TSA from the NBDC to help with the creation of a breeding colony.  It was only after the events of September 11, 2001 that the necessity of having the canines became more urgent.  Since January 2002, over 374 puppies have been produced from the program.

 

